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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 13, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K. 
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

We ask today that You bless the 
Members of this assembly to be the 
best and most faithful servants of the 
people they serve. Purify their inten-
tions, that they will say what they be-
lieve and act consistent with their 
words. 

Help them to be honest with them-
selves so that they will be concerned 
not only with how their words and 
deeds are weighed by others, but also 
with how their words and deeds affect 
the lives of those in need and those 
who look to them for support, help, 
strength, and leadership. 

May all that is done this day in the 
people’s House be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HECK) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HECK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

OBAMACARE FAILURES 

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today, we come and find this one 

truism: ObamaCare showed that a Fed-
eral Government takeover of health 
care is not in the best interest of ad-
dressing our healthcare system. 

Today, we are going to be taking a 
closer look at the top three ObamaCare 
failures: premiums have gone up, not 
down; instead of lowered costs, 
healthcare prices have gone up; and 
people have less choice than ever be-
fore. 

Before we examine these, let’s re-
member how we got here. There seems 
to be some selective amnesia on this 
floor. It was after months of backroom 
deals, in the middle of the night, last- 
minute deals, and without giving the 
American people enough time to even 
read the bill. That is not what is going 
to happen this time. Republicans are 
going to do what we said we would do: 
listen to the American people. 

We are going to do this right, with 
input from our neighbors, the folks we 
go to church with, and our families and 
our communities. We are not going to 
pull the rug out from under anyone. 

We have listened to our constituents, 
and what we are hearing over and over 
again are the same three failures: pre-
miums have gone up, not down; instead 
of lowered costs, healthcare prices 
went up; and people have less choice 
than ever before, which, in many cases, 
is no choice at all. This is a failure, Mr. 
Speaker, and it is time to end. 

f 

ACA AND AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I abso-
lutely disagree with the previous 
speaker. He is wrong. He is wrong on 
the facts. The fact is, the Affordable 
Care Act was on the table longer than 
any bill since I have been in Congress— 
which is 36 years—to read, to review, to 
analyze, and to make a decision. 
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